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Read the background information carefully and then complete the 
task. 
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Background 

 
 

 

The distance all the way around a circle is called its circumference. The distance 

across a circle through its center is called its diameter.  

π  is the ratio of the circumference of a circle to its diameter (the number of times 

the diameter will divide into the circumference). For any circle, if you divide its 

circumference by its diameter, you get a value close to π. This relationship is expressed in 

the following formula:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A circle is a shape with all points the same distance 

from its center. It is named by its center. The circle to 

the left is called circle A since its center is at point A. 

 

   C ÷ D = π     where C is 
the circumference 
and D is the 
diameter.  
 



Task 

1. Using the paper plates or any other circles and some string measure the perimeter 

(circumference) of the plate and the diameter of the plate. Divide the circumference 

by the diameter. What did you get? Use your answers to complete the table below. 

 

Try the same thing for three other circles that you can measure. Use your results to 

complete the table. 

 Circumference Diameter Circumference ÷ 

Diameter 

Circle 1    

Circle 2    

Circle 3    

Circle 4    

 

Are your results for the last column similar regardless of the size of the circle? 

 

2. Your results from above should indicate that the 

 Circumference ÷ diameter = 3.14 or π .  

By rearranging this formula we can see 

 Circumference of a circle = π x diameter 

 

3. Use this idea to find the circumferences of the following circles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  What would be the diameter of a trundle wheel that has a circumference of 100 cm? 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
mm 

12 mm 


